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AS OPPOSITE. TO 


Scripture, the Practice of the Primitive Church, Reaſon, 


AND THE 


COMMON SENSE oz MANKIND, 


LETTER 


To A 


CLERGY MAN of the CHURCHof ENGLAND 


a ith 


— — : . * 
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« To pre the beau Year of the Lord, And be cloſed the Book,” 


Luxx iv. 19, 20. 


« And for me, that Utterance may FE given unto me, that I may open 
« my Mouth boldly, to make known the Myſtery of the Goſpel.” 
Erk. vi. 199 
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VE R 1 hin: FOR to FR Gabel muſt: be 

inortant. A. Ibis divine meſage contains 
the. news, of ſalvation... the manner 'of proclaiming it 
cannot be trivial. at manner . which. it ae 
likely, to: ſhew, tbe N of the meſſenger, to gain 
the. attention f the hearers, and which. is ſanttionedy 
by the. WTF rule of . our Rr ſhould be ſerved, 


In 4. following pager, the propriety of delivering 
- ſermons in oppoſition to the mode of reading them, 
and the "efſential, difference between reading the 
Code and preaching it, are uy eitel out, and 
ably proved. 


In an age wherein the criminal indolence of tbe 
clergy. manifeſts itſelf in ſo many forms, the re: publica- 
tion of this Pamphlet was deemed ſeaſonable. The 
name of the author is unknown to the Editor; but 
though his arguments are ſtrong and pointed, the. 
ſtyle is ſmooth. This entitles. him to a fair hearing. 
The candid attention of the ſerious reader is requeſted: * 
— the invettive and ſneer -of others W the con- 
e pot 


Az : Ms mr 


0 


4 PREFACE. 


If any are able to diſprove the arguments! bere uſed 


againſt the reading of ſermons in public by miniſters 
of the Goſpel, let them come forward in a rational, 


Chriſtian, and gentlemap-like manner. —To chgllenge and 


not fight, —to brandiſh ſatyr not ſharpened and bright- 
ened by en, is a fare gn of « a FO: and defeated 


fee. 


 \ Theſe pages however are ieh intended for the pe- 
Puſat of ſerious perſons, who' reckon not the" Gujpel 'a 


| fable, nor their fouls a trifle; and who wiſh that 2 | 
may be worſhipped, not only by the means, but in the 


| manner appointed in his word. That this Pampblet 
We be Hefſed for their edification, and that it may 


filence, though-it ſbould not convince others, 3, Is the fit in- 
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"HAT EAR fedex 40 modeſt diſtance Wied 
"age and 'grey hairs demand and claim from 


wth, forbid ' me to addreſs our reverend and | 
aged fathers in "the miniſtry concerning the 
ſubject of this paper: nor dare 1 indulge myſelf : 
the freedom of directly attempting to inſtruct my . 


teachers in the manner of preaching the Goſpel; 


becauſe, as 1 almoſt. reſign my hope of Boing | 
able to redreſs what J judge amiſs in their manner, 


fb I firmly truſt, that the Lord Chriſt, the, 


brighteſt ingredient in their matter, will cover Y 


their defects with a mantle of love; and mert 
them now in the evening, to aſſiſt in gackering 
home their little flocks to his own land. 


And though I am apt to doubt, that the too | 
frequent praftice of reading Chriſt inſtead of : 


jreaching him, gives ſome ombrage to the free 


4 


Spirit of Grace, yet I fear not, but ſome. of theſe 
ame readers will, under a covert of mercy, 


teturn from the harveſt, Bearing their ſheaves with 


jy*, for the Biſhop of Souls can Eo overlap, 
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But. notwithſtanding the charitable. ſentiments 


1 would entertain of reading preachers in the 


x general, the reſpect I owe to the aged vs 


them, and the experience I have had of the 
learning and piety of ſome of them, I appre- 
hend it my duty to avow my diſſent from the 


_ difagreeable circumſtance of reading their ſermons . 


from the pulpit. But if I am altogether unqua- 
lified to argue that point with them, I would 


plainly and honeſtly give you my preſent fenti- | 
ments relating to. ait, with this view, that if 
they are wrong, you would inſtruct me; and if 


they are Juſt, vou would forbear reading ha 
diſcourſes to the people: a circumſtance i 
preaching the Goſpel, which, 1 think, has no 


precedent in ſacred or profane hiſtory; in div. 
nity, or philoſophy, it carries nothing deſira- 


ble, but is offenſiye to thouſands, and profitable 


to none. And if 1 ſhould only: make. it appear | 
probable, that fo far from anſwering any valu- 


able purpoſes, it naturally tends to bad ones, 1 
have ſuch a good opinion of your ſenſe and piety, 


as to hope vou will drop it. You are in the 
vineyard—it is the Lord's, who claims your inno- 


cence and prudence; by the one to do no harm, 
and by the other to do goed: — Your wiſdom and 
Will; the one to direct your meaſures, the 
other to "work earneſtly. Lou are entered on 
your labour, (an awful taſk) ; your work is 


great, your ſtrength but ſmall, and your time 
wort; therefore every cirontance promiſing | 
+ ſucceßs 


Fd 


PREACHING,: . 15 
cn ought: to be embraced; and every ap- 


pe urance of indolence and inactisity guarded 


againſt: becauſe he that works, if he Works 


ceilfully, is threatened with the curſe. Con- 


preaching the Goſpel ſhould, upon examination, 
appear to carry an air of ſloth and indolence; 
or even create à ſuſpicion in others that it 


does, I am perſuaded, that you will not only 


avoid it, but judge it a pardonable preſumption, 
when I. fay, that all who know the uſe of lan- 


guage, know alſo, that the terms reading and 


ſpeaking, convey two diſtinct ideas or notions; 


and have been in all ages, in all places, and Ne 


all perſons, applied to diſtin& purpoſes, © 
The term peaking, when uſed in ſacred or 


profane hiſtory, ſo far as I remember, ne- 


ver includes the notion of reading. If this be 
granted, which I think it muſt, it follows, if 


. ſpeaking the Goſpel, and preaching the Goſpel, - 
in Scripture language, convey to us but one and 
the ſame idea or notion, as to the manner of 


delivery; and if that one idea or notion excludes 
the notion of reading, or is quite diſtinct from it, 
then thoſe who introduce the notion of reading 
into preaching, or practically make them one 
and the ſame, introduce a notion into. preaching 
which God has totally omitted. 3333 


That ſpeaking the Goſpel, and prcacbing the © - 


Goſpel, convey to us but one and the ſame idea, 
PPEACS from th Jolloning, 4 Scripture: paſſages: 
5 7 Praying 
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. Praying that God would open unto us 4 


ce door of utterance, to ſpeak the myſtery of 


< Chriſt“. “ Grant unto thy ſervants, that | 


e with all boldneſs they may ſpeat thy words.” 


* And they pate the word of God with | 


“ boldneſs. We were bold in our God to peat 
te unto you the Goſpel of God.“ 
Thus it is clear, that the phrafes ſpeaking 


and - preaching the Goſpel are ſynonimous; and 


it is equally clear, from the hiſtorical and na- 
tural difference between ſpeaking and reading, 
that the one idea theſe two phraſes convey to us, 
excludes the notion of reading: for, when God 
gave the law from Mount Sinai, it is ſaid, he 
_ talked, or ſpoke with the people: when that fame 
law was committed to tables, it was always faid 
to be read, not ſpoke or preached.—W hat Moſes, 
by command from the Lord, peaks to the 


people, he does not read; but what the Lord | 
commands him to write,' that he, and all ſuc- 


ceſſive prophets, prieſts, and Levites, are ſaid to 
read in the audience of the people. When Baruch 
had wrote on a roll of a book, all the words of 
the Lord, from Jeremiah's mouth, he is not 
commanded to go ſpeak or preach that which he 
had writ; but to go © read in the roll, in the 
ears of all Judah.” 

Chrift's ſtanding up to read As law in the 
ſynagogue of Mera, n to his cuſtom; 
1 col. iv. 3. + Ads iv, 29, 32, | tr Theſe. + 
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PREACHING, E 9 
YN his ' cloſing the book, and preaching the 
Goſpel according to Iſaiah's prophecies, are 
accurately diſtinguiſned in the fourth of Luke's 
Goſpel. The ſermons that the apoſtles com- 
mitted to writing, are ſaid to be read in the 


churches, but never ſaid to be ſpoke or preached. ' 


In ſhort, ſpeaking, . prophecying, and e 
is recorded as a diſtin& manner of delivering 
facred meſſages, from that of reading them. And 
] think, though in their own nature they were 
the ſame, God's making them two, by report 
only, obliges. us to keep them ſo; if we do not 
aſſign unanſwerable reaſons for, their being one 
and the ſame, which we can never do, becauſe 
they are alſo diſtinct in their own nature. For, 

Speaking, prophecying, and preaching, 1s a perſon's 


uttering or pronouncing words or ſounds with his 


mouth; his judgment regulating the characters of 
thoſe words, on his memory and imagination, not 
on a roll before his bodily eyes, as Baruch tells the 
princes of Judah concerning Jeremiah“. This 
diſtinct notion, the term ſpeating, &c. throughout 
the ſacred hiſtory, naturally conveys to us. And, 
| believe, we cannot. find in all the Scripture, 
one inſtance , where the term ſpeaking includes 
the notion of reading, or -conveys . any other 
notion to us, than that excluſive one deſcribed, 
except when it is uſed in a figurative ſenſe. But 
what clears up to us this natural diſtinction is, 
that in our experience, we know reading to be 


fer. xxvi. 18. 
| performed 


S XEA DING NO 

performed by importation of a flux of images, 
by mediation of the eyes, to the imagination only; 
and ſpeaking to be done, by exportation of 
a train of ideas, picked up by the judgment 
immediately from the whole ſoul.— Now, if this 
diſtinction between reading and preaching be really 


in nature, and ſtated in ſacred writ, ſurely making 


the one include the other, or making them the 
fame, is a blending together, for conveniency, 
- what nature and grace have for conveniency put 
aſunder; which compoſition, I am perſuaded, 


no real or pretended weakneſs of memory, can 
ſufficiently juſtify, in regard God does not deprive 


us of judgment teo. 
Having ſaid, that ſpeaking and preaching the 


Goſpel, convey to us but one idea, and this idea, 


excluſive of reading, the difference between them 


being ſtated, both in ſacred hiſtory and natural 


philoſophy, I would farther enquire, whether it 
appears in the practice of Moſes and the pro- 


phets, of Chriſt and his apoſtles, that preaching 


includes reading; or in other words, whether 
theſe ambaſſadors from God, delivered their 
meſſages by word of mouth. | 

That Moſes and the prophets, Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, delivered their meſſages without notes, 


will be readily granted, with this weakening. 


limitation of their example, i. e. that they were 
extraordinary perſons, of extraordinary abilities, 
to enable them to perform extraordinary ſer- 
vices. That they were extraordinary perſons, 

&c. 


PRE AC HIN G, &c. 11 
&c. is very true; but it is by no means ſo, that 
delivering their diſcourſes to the people, without 
the preſent help of written rolls, was a piece of 
extraordinary conduct too: becauſe the whole 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian clergy, with the ordinary 
aſſiſtances of nature and grace, did ſo likewiſe. 
That the Jewiſh clergy- did fo, appears from 
their reading, firſt, © in the roll, in the law of. 
God diſtinctly; and then, © giving the ſenſe, 
« and Cauſing the people to underſtand the 
« reading,” by the ſpeaking ; or preaching, not by 
the reading itſelf, unleſs we ſuppoſe they had 
monthly 'and weekly rolls, or tables, in which 
they fead the ſenſe of other reading; which 
notion, I think, will find but little credit, en the 
greateſt lover of reading in Britain. | 
That the primitive Chriſtian clergy. did follow 
the paperleſs method of preaching, appears from 
their having two diſtinct orders of church officers; 
the one appointed to read the prophets ' and 
apoſtles, with the writings of other eminent and 
godly men, and the other, to explain or expound 
a part of, or the whole what was read, this being 
their uſual way. f 
Juſtin Martyr“ tells us, when the RR had 
ended, the miniſter made a ſermon agreeable to thoſe 
excellent things which had been read. Now, if the one 
was always called the reader, and that he frequently 
read the writings and the ſermons of godly men, 
why not the weekly writings of his own miniſter, if 
they were at all to be read in pulpit? The caſe was, | 
I 1 Net, viii. 8. 8 Apolog. 11. p. 98. 
| 2. - thou gh 


12 READING NO 

though the miniſter ſhould have writ his ſermons, 
as he rarely did, they were never read in public by 
him elf, or by another perſon in his hearing; but 
when the lecturer had read part of the Holy "RI 
ture, and ſometimes other pious writings ſuitable 
to the occaſion, the minifter ſucceeded, and pro- 


nounced his mind agreeably to what was read. 


+ Tertullian tells us, that Scriptures were read, 
P/alms ſung, and then Sermons pronounced; or mote 
literally, Speakings to the people uttered, not read. 

I am apt to think, that theſe primitive ſervants 


of Chriſt would judge it a miſmanagement of 


their time, to write down, every week, ſometimes 
one, two, or three whole chapters, with jt)! 
expoſition of every portion interſperſed ; which 
they muſt have done, if they were to read them: 
or, if they ſhould not write the Scriptures, but the 


_ expoſition only, they muſt have judged it pretty 


indecent, to be ſhifting their eyes from right to left, 
and back again from their Bibles to the notes, &c. 
And I cannot help ſuſpecting, that the apprehen- 
ſion of this indecency, has greatly contributed to 
turn that laudable practice of expounding the Scrip- 
ture, out of favour with us; becauſe if a perſon is 
reſolved to read, it is certainly more eaſy, as well 
as decent, to write from a ſingle text, all the Scrip- 
ture paſſages that naturally occur in courſe of ſtu- 
dying: and conſequently to hold his eyes ſteady, 
in pulpit, to one book only. But be that as it 


+ De Anim. C. 3. p. 530. Scripturæ leguntur, Pſalmi canun- 
tur, adloqutiones proferuntur. | 


will 


vill 
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will, it is certain, that all the accounts we have of 
the clergy and worſhip of the primitive churches, 
do not furniſh us with the remoteſt ſuſpicion, 
that the practice of reading ſermons was known 
in thoſe days. 

And as the primitive fathers. knew nothing of 
it, ſo their ſucceſſors in all after ages knew as 
little of it; and even in this age, as far as we 
know, there is no denomination of clergy, Greek 
or Latin, Papiſt or Proteſtant, in any nation 
(England excepted) that gives into this unpre- 


cedented method of reading their diſcourſes to 


the people, for preaching. And by the way, we 
may obſerve, that whatever errors, doctrinal or 
practical, teachers of Chriſtianity have fallen into, 
the mentioned practice carried too much of the 
childiſh air with it, to find acceſs to their ſchemes. 
Nothing, I think, could have prevented the lazy 
temporizing prieſts of Rome from embracing 
that circumſtance, but either that they did not 
think of it; or which is more probable, diſcovered 
ſomething ridiculous in it, conſiſting neither with 
their character, nor common ſenſe. But to go ON, 

If no denomination of teachers ſince the com- 
mencement 'of the Jewiſh or Chriſtian - religion, 
to this day, have, or do uſe the "reading way, 
excepting the clergy of England, one ſhould be 
apt to think, that a ſecret neceſſity, ariſing from 
the climate; the conſtitution, the natural and re- 
ligious taſte of the inhabitants, muſt be fixed on, 
to warrant this peculiar practice, were it not that 


-» 


we 
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we experience the climate of England to have' no 


| pernicious influence on the bodies or - intellec- 


tuals of the inhabitants; on the contrary, they 
may juſtly compare with their neighbouring 
nations, for health of body, ſoundneſs of judgment, 
clearneſs of reaſon, fruitfulneſs of imagination, 
ftrength of memory, and application of thought. 


So that the reading method can never be warranted 


from the climate, &c. and as little from the 
natural or religious taſte of the nation ; not from 


* their natural taſte, which we are to judge of by 
the practice of the bench, bar, and ſtage, where 


readers of harrangues, debates, and plays, would 
be judged none of the moſt graceful performers, 
according to the natural taſte of the hearers: 
not from their religious taſte, both becauſe reading 
of the Goſpel, has never obtained among them, 
till of late years, and becauſe at this day, there is 
ſcarce a judicious perſon in the kingdom, who 
would prefer hearing a ſermon read, to hearing 
that ſame ſermon preached, with equal accurary, 
leis childiſhneſs, and more life. 


I own there are multitudes better W of 


expreſſion, than of matter and manner, who are 
apt to think every thing orderly that is read, and 
every thing that is preached, quite reverſe; becauſe 
their miniſter once told them, he could never 


preach right without his notes, and therefore, they 


imagine, no perſon can; or, becauſe, they were 


eye and ear-witneſſes, when Mr. W. miſſed a thou, 


a be, and an and; yea, ſaid the fame word twice 


: over : 


over: whereas their intellectuals did not ſerve 
them, when Mr. B. through miſtake, miſſed half 
2 page, and when Mr. G. turned over two leaves 
inſtead of one. But theſe I turn out of the argument, 


as ſtripped of both the natural and religious taſte 


of the whole; calculated more by uſe, and want of 
thought, to hold any notion, than to judge whether 
it be juſt and reaſonable. I therefore conclude, 
that this ſingular - practice did not proceed from 
the cauſes mentioned, but muſt owe its birth to 
other parents, 


I am of opinion, that fear and vanity begot it : 
upon lazineſs, by occaſion of ſome tolerated, 


though undeſirable incidents; ſuch as maſters of 
univerſities indulging ſtudents to read their phi- 
loſophical lectures in public, and claſſical meet- 
ings of the clergy indulging candidates for the 
miniſtry, reading their exigetical and homilitical 
exerciſes; eſpecially congregations, in complaiſance 


to a Popiſh perſecuting reign, indulging their 


miniſters to write and read every word they ſpoke 


from the pulpit: though neceſſity, ariſing from a 


principle of ſelf-preſervation, did make that, and 
other acts of obedience, juſtifiable in them, which 
can by no means be ſo in their ſucceſſors, the cauſe 
being removed, unleſs we apply the Scripture 
metaphor to a bloody female perſecutor, and fay, 


though ſhe is dead, ſhe yet ſpeaketh, &c. But ſhe, 


is gone to her place; and IT ſhould think, that 
reading of ſermons, an effect of het cruelty to 
fouls, 
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fouls, ought to drop along with her, to eternal 


e. 3 3 


= - uo 
” 2” A 
—— — — — . 
- 


forgetfulneſs. of 
3 However, though the civil enemy is no more, 8 


| duke moral ones of laviſh fear, vanity, and ſelf. 
E | praiſe, lazineſs, and diſtruſt in God, continue to 
| nurſe it; uſe and cuſtom have given it a ſanction: 
. fo that now it is eſteemed ſuch a univerſal polite 
| thing, ſuch a faſhionable flight of hand, that the 
very. uſe of it occaſions ſuch 1 transformation of 
pulpit- men, as ſcarce to leave room for judgment 
i d 8 diſtinguiſh the man of parts and piety, from the 


| | muſical reader; becauſe it alone gives ſuch a 
 - magically falſe, yet more advantageous luſtre to the : 
latter, than all his gifts and grace give to the . 
former. And thus it reigns without controul, # 
though in ſome degree, at the expence of precept 
and example, of grace and nature, of reaſon and f 
good ſenſe; that a perſon who would be hardy : 
1 enough to attempt ſtopping its courſe, runs a ; 
} great riſque of being ſtigmatized with the odious 
epithet of accuſer of the brethren. But for my part, | 
it is a light matter to me to be judged of men; he . 
1 that judgeth me is the Lord, and therefore I ſubmit ; 
q the deciſion of this point to Jeſus. of Nazareth, 
the living Witneſs, .and the living Judge ; yea, in 
this caſe, the Judge and Party, the Rule of right- ; 
eouſneſs, and the righteous Judge; I fear not, 


but he will graciouſly diſtinguiſh my defects, and 
1 pardon them, from my intention, and juſtify it, 
1 both in what I have ſaid, and in whatT am humbly 
| | do ſuggeſt farther. Such as, 
| 1 T hat 


% 


. 
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That humanly, yea ſcripturally ſpeaking, reading 
of ſermons from pulpit, leaves not that freedom of 
ceſs, for rhe Spirit of Grace, which alone makes 
preaching the Goſpel effectual to the ſalvation of 
ſouls; becauſe, there being in the method of grace, 
an orderly ſeries of means connected with the end, 
viz. ſalvation, which in its order and manner of 
uſing it, is wiſely appointed of God, not only mi- 
niſters are -confined to uſe thoſe means, as they : 
lie in order by divine inſtitution, and to uſe them 
in the appointed manner, but the Spirit of God 
makes them effectual in the ſame order and manner, 
and no otherwiſe, in his ordinary way; and if miniſ- 
ters ſhould take from, or add to that train of 
means ſo divinely ordered, or uſe one, or all of 
them in a manner different from that which is ap- 
pointed, their fo doing is always to be ſuſpected as 
a nuiſance to the Spirit of Grace, who ordinarily ap- 
plies the means to their end, in the wiſely-framed 
order and manner. Hence ſo many cautions from 
heaven, not to add to, or diminiſh from what the 
Lord commanded*; and a curſe threatened. to the 
guilty f. | | 
Hence, in particular, are ſo many cautions from 
our Lord to his diſciplesf, concerning the matter 
and nanner of praying, with an intimation, that the 
pharifaical prayers were not owned of God, by rea- 
ſon, not only of their felf-glorious intention, but alſo 
of the manner of performing them; and I think it 
cannot be juſtly denied, that the generality of our 


Deut. xi. 32. + Rev. xxii. M1 Matth. vi. 
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teachers, do actually vary from the Scripture man. 


ner, with regard to that ordinance of preaching: 


- conſequently we may juſtly fear, that their ſo do- 
ing, occaſions a leanneſs of ſoul in our ſolemn afſem- | 


blies. Again, 


While miniſters are in the body, they are on 2 


level with their brethren, in not knowing but in 


part, not ſeeing but in part thoſe truths, that | in the 


method of grace, are moſt adapted to the various 


caſes of ſaints and ſinners; it is therefore, that the 


Comforter is promiſed, not only to apply the truths 
they know, but to lead them, on all proper occa- 
fions, to thoſe neceſſary ones they know not: con- 
ſequently, if miniſters ſhould confine the Spirit of 
God, to ſuggeſt to them in private, all that they 
were to read in public; and in fact, to deny him ac- 


ceſs to lead them to one freſh thought in time of 


action, only aſk a bleſſing from him, on what he is 
faid to give in private; I think it were but juſt, that 


he neither ſhould give them in private, nor bleſs 


what he gave not; becauſe varity, and the enſnaring 


fear of man, prevailed with them to rob him of bis 


publie work, in order to e their own the 
better. 


It is true, the Lord may, and does direct to — | 
in private, which he may, and does bleſs in public; 


but for a miniſter, ſo to order his diſcourſes, as to 
leave no room for any freſh intelligence from hea- 


ven, is in fact, to ſay, Lord, hitherto ſhalt thou 
« come, and no farther ; here ſhall thy directions be 


0 * 0 How anne chis conduct, and how 
G | | inconſiſtent 
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nconſiſtent with the character of thoſe, who would 
otherwiſe live according to the Spirit, I leave 
themſelves, to judge. As for thoſe, who ſeem nei 
ther to believe nor feel, any ſupernatural direction 
in their public or private miniſtrations, with their 
leave, I ſpeak not to them, but to thoſe who be- 
lieve, and on fome occaſions experienced the pro- 
miſed light of an inviſible God: ſuch only will un- 
derſtand me, yea bear with me, when J ſay farther, 
That the practice of reading ſermons, puts the 
reader under a ſtrong and almoſt unavoidable temp- 
tation, to uſe ſeveral petitions in public prayer, 
that carry an air of impertinence, irony, or both, 
ſuch as, © that God would direct and lead to truth, 
te ind enable to ſpeak the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
ſpeak as the oracles of God, ſtrengthen 'in the 
© inner man, &c.” Theſe and the like petitions 
are, in my opinion, worſe than unintelligible, from 
one who writes all he preaches, and preaches none 
but what he reads from the pulpit. What di- 
rection to his judgment, what light to his ander- 


Handing, does he aſk? He is reſolved to judge, Fe 


and ſee no more to day, than he writ in puro the day 
before. Does he want, that the Spirit of God | 
ſhould inform his judgment, refreſh his memory, and 
guard the doors of his lips from uttering falſe- | 
hoods? It cannot be, becauſe every truth, neceſ- 
ſary on that occaſion, i is ſeen and judged of alrea- 
dy; the images lying in due form on the paper, 
the memory-has no concern in the matter; the tongue 
can act its part, naturally, on that as well as on all 
C2. other 
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other occaſions. Does he only. want, that, God 
ſhould preſerve the regular. uſe of his judgment, 
tongue and eyes? This is certainly a good prayer, 


but impertinent, becauſe it has no more relation to 


the miniſter's public work, than to his private 
occaſions. What hazard do his reaſon, longue, and 
eyes run When in pulpit, more than at other times? 
And are not the whole congregation as much 
concerned i in that prayer as he? Why then is it put 
up for the miniſter peculiarly, and why in time of 
preaching particularly? Does he want to be 
directly inſpired, to throw away his papers, and 


leave himſelf quite deſtitute of matter? It cannot 


be, both becauſe this were a tempting of God, 
and becauſe without a plain miraculous com- 
pulſion, the miniſter will not part with his papers; 
and the Spirit of God engages not in ſuch inſtances 
of open violence. If ſo, then the miniſter muſt 


pray, not with the underſtanding, and doing ſo is 


ſinful, as it is ſhameful; or have a ſecret meaning, 
making theſe Petitions conſiſt with reading. 

This indeed is probable, becauſe man is prone 
to invent a, reconciliation where there is none, 
between his beloved practice and its oppoſite. 
When a Romiſn prieft was aſked, how he could 


reconcile faying, Our F. ather which art. in heaven, . 


ä &c. to a faint, with his duty of ſaying it to God 
| alone? He anſwered, it was eaſily done, becauſe. 


in good manners_ we called any old pious man 
on earth our father; and when ſuch old man was 


in heaven, wg. mignt warrantably tay. to him, our 


Faller 


—— 
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father which art in heaven Se. And as warrant- | 


ably, I think, can a miniſter put up the above- 
mentioned petitions under the circumſtance. of 
reading; for whatever his ſecret meaning is, if it 


be not the Scripture meaning, it is unwarrantable, 
and therefore ſinful: and whatever manner of 


preaching occaſions ſuch ſinful meaning, ought to 
be avoided as a ſnare; and whatever conduct in 
praying or preaching, expoſes one to a neceſſity 
of ſinning, cannot be of God; and that the practice 
of reading does ſo, is to me paſt doubt: for on 
the one hand, if a reading miniſter does not addreſs 
God in public prayer, for the direction of the 
promiſed Spirit, he, fo far, practically diſowns 
all ſuch direction and influence, conſequently ſins; 
on the other hand, if he addreſſes God, as already 
mentioned, his ſo-doing carries ſomething imper- 
tinent and ſinful in it; on the firſt conduct he is 
never right, and on the laſt ever wrong. For 
my part, if I were a reader, I ſhould rather 
embrace that exhorting prayerleſs form in uſe with 
ſome of our eſtabliſhed clergy, let us pray, and let 
us pray, and let us pray, for this, for that, and for 
the third claſs of mankind; and I would add, let 
45 pray for the miniſter, 4. e. I would mention and 
exhort to what ſhould be done, but never do it, 
for fear of ſinning; even though upon reflection, I 
could not help finding this ſame form unſcriptural. 
But further, as this practice of reading carries 
ſuch an air of provocation in preaching, imper- 
linence and irony in prayer, as may juſtly offend 
the 
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the Spirit of God, ſo it offers a murdering vio- 
Tence to the Spirit of man, in time of preaching; 
the imagination is checked, having little to do, 
all the neceſſary images being already ranged, in 
the due ſucceſſive order, on the paper before it, 
by mediation of the eyes. The underftanding 
having acted its part yeſterday, and no buſinefs 
for it to day, but only permit a ſucceſſive flood of 
ſtale ideas to paſs through it, as water through a 
pipe—the affections untouched; for when the 


judgment gets no freſh circumſtance of a thought 


from the memory and imagination to work upon 
immediately, the rational affections never move. 
The will has nothing to chooſe or refuſe, having 
choſen every neceſſary word and phraſe, as well 
as neceſſary matter and manner, the day before, 
only the general choice of reading the paper 
gracefully, rather than flovenly---the memory 
is quite barren, wild and uſeleſs, as a bullock un- 
accuſtomed to the yoke the whole ſoul is over- 


vhelmed with a ſpecies of ſleep, during the time of 


reading, and forced to produce outward motions, 
without inward materials, which, though it argues 
a man to be awake, never ſhows him to be in ear- 
neſt. 1 8 
Now, granting that twenty inſtances of the cler- 
gy's general management were attended with par- 
tial good to the hearers, yet, if one public piece of 
their conduct may be thought offenſive to the Spi- 
rit of God, and injurious to their own, it may alſo 
be preſumed to be attended with partial evil to 
| | the 
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the people. Though the Diſſenting clergy, in imi- 
tation of their brethren of the eſtabliſhed church, 
read their ſermons, yet having not commenced 
the length of reading prayers, give ſome room to 
the Spirit of God, and their own rational faculties 
in prayer; which manly, as well as pious conduct, 
is followed with this partial good, that of the few 
ſerious perſons in the nation, they have at leaſt fix 
to one; but on the other hand, if they ſhould con- 
zinue the practice of reading their diſcourſes, it is 
to me more than probable, that as by it, their 
twelve to one were reduced to fix, ſo their fix will 
be reduced to one for one; therefore, I think, it 
was great pity that the reverend Dr. Watts, in his 
Cauſes of the Decay af the Diſſenting Intereſt, did not 
fix on that practice as the principal cauſe; for if 
Conformiſts and Nonconformifts equally offend 
in the particular of doing their meſſage in public, . 
it is a rational concluſion, that the former will 
carry the day, having more temporal advantages 
of their ſide ; the people who are apt to judge by 
outward appearances, not knowing the odds be- 
tween reading prayers and reading ſermons, will, 
from a ſecret and natural appetite to intereſt, cha- 
rafter, and pomp, fall in with them, and in pro- 
ceſs of time, from a ſtil more ſecret and natural 
ſpring, diſregard both Ons and* ſermons. But 
this by the way, | 
That the reading ket Kits been attended 
with partial evil to the people, appears highly pro- 
bable, from the . religious . of 5 nation. 
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The gift, the grace, the voice of prayer, are driven 
away under difgrace, from almoſt all the families 
in England; a ſecret ſurfeiting indifferency to the 
gift, the grace, the voice of preaching, has taken 
poſſeſſion of the minds of the people; ſo that on 
2 view of the whole, we ſhall find the bulk of the 
nation reduced to a ſpecies of baptized heathens: 
and if we ſhould enquire what are the viſible 
ſprings of this viſible evil, the Nonconformiſts will 
readily anſwer, that a rubrical confinement to reads 
ing of prayers, has been the ruin of prayer in Eng- 
land; and ſay I, why may not a voluntary confine- 
ment to reading of ſermons prove as fatal to preach- 
ing? for as by the former, one has been tempted to 
think, that it was juſt as Chriſtian to read a ptayer 
at home, as to hear one read abroad; ſo by the 
latter, a ſecond has been under the like tempta- 
tion, to think that reading a ſermon at home, an- 
ſwered all the purpoſes of reading one abroad; 
hence the one turned careleſs, and the other from 
being careleſs, to be profane; and though neither 
of them did ſee their gradual removes from God, 
and the various occaſions that afforded motion to 
their corruption, yet ſurely ſuch there were, and 
as ſure it is, God will require it at the hands of 
thoſe who laid unrequired, unneceſſary occafions 
of evil before them; and though their contempt 
of God and their own ſoul ſhould have been be- 
gun, and carried on by a thouſand different cauſes, 
if miniſters ſnould throw in but one of ſuch cauſes, 
by any n. conduct, they are. ſo. far charge- 

able 
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able wich the evil: and if unprecedented, unre- 
quired reading, ſhould prove any cauſe of ſuch 
contempt of Goſpel ordinances, then thoſe who 
will not lay aſide the practice, when they may 
ſo far chooſe the continuance of ſuch contempt. 

Now, that reading may not only be ſuppoſed 
to be, but really is, at leaſt, one cauſe or occaſion 
of ſuch contempt, is evident to me, when 1 
conſider that, even ſuppoſing the Spirit of God, 
did ſometimes own that method, for the conver- 
ſion of a ſinner, here and there, experience con- 
vinces me, that this awakened ſinner will ſoon 
leave the moral reader for the Chrift-reader, and 
next the Chriſt-reader. for the Chriſt-preacher ; and 
when he cannot find the Chri/t-preacher, takes ſuch 
meaſures to get one, as are frequently deſtructive 
of all order and decency: and when he procures 
one at this expence, is preſently poſſeſſed of a diſ- 
reliſh to all regularly-ordained miniſters, becauſe 
all ſuch read their ſermons. That this is the caſe. 
with many thouſands in England, we all know; 
and what little, low, and deſpiſable notions, this 
conduct and caſe give to the urithinking . multitude 
of Goſpel miniſtrations in general, we know alſo: 


and what fatal influence theſe: notions have on the 


lives of thouſands more, we may know too. 

On the other hand, ſuppoſing the Spirit 0 God 
did not acknowledge and bleſs the reading practice, 
for reaſons already mentioneds in that caſe, reading 
to the hearers, becomes the ſavour of death unto 
death; which favour of death would in general 
diſcover irſelf, by immorality i in life, impiety in 

D 1 Principle 
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principle, and by a ſecret diſguſt to the pub- 
lic and ſtated means of grace: and, that theſe har- 
bingers of death are univerſally viſible, under the 
reading method, is undeniable. Yea. farther, 

Suppoſing the Spirit of God did neither bleſs 


nor curſe it, it is plain, that off itſelf, it is not the 


natural way of addreſſing the hearers of the Goſ- 
pel; and, they are the leſs attentive, by how much 
reading is the leſs natural way of addreſs, than 
preaching; and their impreſſions of the things read 
are the leſs lively, by how much their attention is 
ſo; and their knowledge and practice of divine 
things, are in proportion to their impreſſions of 
them: and by how much the leſs their knowledge 
and practice of Chriſtianity are, their impiety and 
immorality are ſtill the more. If therefore, reading 

the Goſpel, is not the natural way of publiſhing it, 
as really it is not, how can one help judging, that 
it has, does, and will terminate in evil. Though 
in the mean time 1t may occur, that irreligion ob- 
tains in ſeveral nations, where the practice of read- 
ing ſermons is looked on as diſgraceful; which in- 
deed is very true, even where the practice of read- 
ing prayers is diſgraceful too. But then, when 1 
conſider, that immorality, impiety, and indiffer- 
ence in the matters of God and ſouls, reign not fo 
univerſally, nor in ſuch awful degrees, with ſuch 


impunity and freedom, in any proteſtant nation on 
the face of the earth, as in ours, and that there are 


other cauſes of that irreligion in thoſe' nations, 
which are not to be found with us, I cannot help 
inferring, that there muſt needs be ſome peculiar 
| ee 
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cauſes of the ſupernumerary inſtances of irreligion 


in this nation; and therefore forced to enquire, 
Whence do ſuch cauſes or occaſions of evil pro- 
ceed? From the people, or from the clergy ? Not 
from the people, becauſe in ſpirituals they are no: 
the fountains of good or evil to the clergy, but the 


clergy to them; and the people of England being 


is ſuſceptible of good and evil as their neighbours, 
are morally good or evil, according to the good 
and evil examples ſet before them: and in regard 
there are ten viſible evils among them, for one vi- 
ſible good, there muſt needs be ten occaſions of 
evil given them, for one good example; and if 
ſuch occaſions of evil are afforded by their 
teacher's public miniſtrations, then the people will 


have that conception of ſoul, and conduct in life, 


which immediately relate to the public means of 
grace, thereby infected and poiſoned: and, not- 
withſtanding any exception of individuals, good or 


bad, this obſervation did, and will hold good in the 
general, that as the people are good or bad, in pro- 


portion as the generality of their clergy are ſo; 
ſo they are hot, cold, or indifferent, in any parti- 
cular inſtance in which there clergy are ſo. 

And if it ſnould appear to the people, that the 
practice of reading notes carries an inactive, lazy, 
and indifferent air with it, whether they complain 


of, or not, it will follow, that by a ſecret analo- 
gy, the religious diſpoſition of their ſpirits, and 
conſequently their conduct in life, relating to pub- 


lic ordinances, will be lazy and inactive too: and 


js _— practice of reading notes carries ſuch an 


D 2 „ 


o 
— a - * 9 . Ar 2 * £7 = 
— — — CST I eo ISS l 
* * * — * 4 —_ A. ” - 


p 
| 1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
b 
Vl 


r * WEE IS + 
2 . c > kg 
- 223 Hua: nary. 
ES i <E—tn— 
way = — — — noe — 


* N 
. - - 
WT es 
— — 
— — — 


r 
— 


28. | - READING No 

air with it, will appear, if a perſon but confults 
his own natural notions of that figure a miniſter 
of Chriſt ſhould make in a pulpit, and that appear- 
ance which a reader really makes. F. or, to ſee a 
man, who ſhould ſtand i in the room of Chriſt as a 
choſen ambaſſador, ſpeaking out his cneſſage to the 
people, as a man ſpeaketh to his friend, with all 
the freedom and boldneſs, with all the decent 
demonſtrations of inward life and concern, that 


an embaſſy of the moſt awful conſequence 


required, not thinking his own thoughts, not 
ſpeaking his own words, not gratifying his own 
humour, not fearing the face of man ; pleaſing as 
well as perſonating the Redeemer of ſouls, by 
breathing out his own, taking heaven by violence, 
bidding defiance to hell, and farewell to earth, and 
preparing his people for the glorious appearing of 
the great God: I ſay, to ſee ſuch a man pitifully 
bowed down, folded on a cuſhion, ſteady as a ſta- 
tue, eyeing his notes, wearing a pair of glaſſes on 
his face, his hands engaged in his papers, or point- 
ing by turns at ſomething, he ſees not what, ſpeak- 


ing to a people he is afraid to look i in the face, or | 
ſpeaking rather to his papers, as the leſs immediate. 


way of addreſſing his. hearers; ſeeming careful 


only how to pronounce his written periods, without 


offence to his own or their cars, with the ſame view 


that a ſchool- boy reads his leſſon; conveys to a 


thinking man, as lively ideas of floth and auk- 
wardneſs, as he can well expect to have among 


the ſons of men. Hence then ſteals. in upon the 
minds of the hearers, whether they will or not, 


ſuch 
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fuch a heavy languid eaſineſs of ſpirit, as bears an 


analogous proportion to the miniſter's conduct. 
And though, to the praiſe of unmerited grace, we 


muſt ſay that the reader's ſpirit is not at all times 


ſo inactive before God, as his poſture before men 
would repreſent him; nor is every hearer ſo lifeleſs 
as the occaſion tends to make him; yet one ſwal- 
low makes no ſummer ; that the practice in its own 
nature has a tendency to introduce a formal, lazy, 
lifeleſs, and eaſy face, on the awful concerns of A 
future world, is plain in obſervation. 
For my own part, I can fay, in fad experience, 5 
that to me the very notion of the miniſter's lazy 
figure, renders the otherwiſe great and important 
ſubject he reads, altogether uſeleſs, And though 
am apt in this. caſe to blame my own corrup- 
tion, yet all my reaſoning faculty cannot juſtify 
the occaſion given it, which frequently lays me 
under the ſtrongeſt temptation on the Lord's day, to 
erect my cloſet into my only place of worſhip: and 
if this is not only my caſe, but of many thouſands, 


who would not be.thought void of an inward at- 


tachment to public ordinances, how irreligious 
muſt the ſtate of thoſe be, who have no higher 
inducement to attend them, than the public ſcrip- 
tural conduct of their miniſter, I ſubmit to your 
candid and impartial judgment. But though this 


lazy method ſhould be no occaſion of evil to the 


hearers, I think, it expoſes the miniſter himſelf to 


a ſtate of leſs uſefulneſs than otherwiſe he might h 


have been. For, 
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By a ſlaviſh confinement to paper, and diſuſe of 
memory, he quite unqualifies himſelf to preach on 
any accidental occaſion. He would do it, if he 

had his notes; but neither the time, the nature of 
the occaſion, nor even decency, will permit him to 
have them, and therefore loſes that opportunity 
of ſerving his Lord. Yea, what if any diſorder 
ſhould affect his eyes, in youth or old age? Will 
he preach Chriſt without his eyes, or at leaſt with- 
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| out a pair of glaſſes? No: He will no longer draw 
A aa ſickle in the harveſt, though the Lord of the 
Wl harveſt ſhould not deprive him of life, reaſon, 
9 tongue, or ſtrength of body, but quit the field like 
4 a lazy coward, before he is called from it. Yea, 
bl farther, he is on his ordinary occaſions, equally 
4 | Hable to being uſeleſs. What if by ſome unſore- 
0 | feen accident, he happened to drop. his notes 
'N between his chamber and his church, or by for- 
| getfulneſs, leave them behind him? The misfor- 
5J tune ſhould not only render him no miniſter 
. 8 for that week, but the very notion of his diſ- 
N appointment, occaſioned by a culpable practice, 
ſhould provoke the grief of ſome, and the _ 
9 | of others. | 
4 | _ There was a diſſenting miniſter, not far from 
| London, who, as he went to meeting, happened 


by neglect to leave his notes on his cloſet table, 

' a ſervant, who did not affect his maſter's reading 
method, fumbled them among ſome rubbiſh in a 
corner of the room, and went his way. The mi- 
niſter miſſing his ſermon, whiſpered the pew- 
opener to fetch it, while he was praying; the man 
1 went, 


P REACHIN OG, Ge. * 
went, and ſearched for a full hour, but could noet 
find it; the miniſter prayed all the time, with the 
avocation of ſome longing glances at the door for 
the pew-opener; when he prayed himſelf out of 
breath, and the people out of patience, he fat down 

. wearied, At length the man appeared, but no 
ſermon; after ſome minutes painful reflection, he 
roſe up, and plainly told the congregation, that the 
ſermon was loſt, and therefore they were to have 


none that day; but withal promiſed, if the ſermon 
ſhould be found, that he would cauſe it to be 
printed for their inſtruction, and never preach by 

notes again. I wiſh from my heart, that every 
| ſermon-reader ſhould meet with ſuch a uſeful diſ- 
appointment, in order to make him more uſeful, 


and 5 diſappointments of a more dangerous 


For, any practice in religion, not warranted by 


Scripture, by primitive churches, and by religious 


nations, not founded in reaſon, not anſwering any 


valuable purpoſe, with regard to the being or well 


being of the church of God, muſt inevitably be 
attended with conſequences hurtful in ſome ſenſe 
to miniſters, hurtful to the people, and offenſive to 
God. However, let my notion of reading notes 


be what it will, it. is in uſe, and therefore will find 


advocates for it; and though I believe none of 
them will agree with a certain young divine, who 


lately told me, that Chriſt read his ſermons, * 


they will be apt to ſay, N 


OBJrection 1. That it is a matter of indi iference, _ 


being not N in ſcripture. 8 
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Auſtwer. If ordinary Scripture examples imply a 


\ prohibition of any practice contrary to ſuch ex- 


amples, then reading notes is forbidden, and that 


Scripture examples do ſo, is admitted by all 


Chriſtian divines; and I hope it will be admitted 
alſo, that all Scripture examples of preaching, 
are of preaching without notes; conſequently, 
preaching with notes muſt be forbidden, and there- 
fore not indifferent: beſides, if this argument were 
good, I might by a parity of reaſon, turn my back 
to the people, and my face to the oppoſite point, 
and preach in that poſture, which certainly were a 
very unſcriptural, unedifying, indecent way of it: 
and it ſhould be a very provoking argument in 
defence of it, that it was not forbidden. 

OJ. 2. That there is no difference with reſpect to 
conſequences, between reading a ſermon, and preaching 
it Word for word, after committing it to memory. 

Ans. I do not think it very practicable for the 
ſtrongeſt memory to preach from pulpit every ſen- 
tence, phraſe and particle that the miniſter has writ- 
ten in his cloſet, but will undoubtedly miſs ſome ſtale 
thoughts, and adopt freſh ones in their room. But 
though he were diſpoſed to confine himſelf, and 


could really. do it to a particle, even in that Taſe, 


he will act his part with greater grace, life, earneſt- 
neſs and natural freedom, than if he read ; and 
whatever benefit his own ſoul may receive, ſurely 
his preaching is the more likely to be attended 
with a bleſſing to the hearers, who know not whe- 
ther the miniſter confined himſelf or not; for of 
the internal mode and ſpring of his thoughts, they 

„ are 


jg Pr 3E8 Fes, . 
«re ho Judges but of what they hear and ſee : and 
E certain alſd, that tie miniſter lies the more 
in the way of divine iafllences, by how much- the” 
HMorehis foul, in ilch by application He has trea-* 
ſured up his matter, Is the more proper object of 
grace, than paper: But ſtill, the beſt way of de- 
ciding in this caſe is, for ny _ doubt 77 to 

make the experiment. . d e ee e Þ 557 
On. 3. That in regard the _ is treacherous, * 
apt to miſgive, it is Spock bogus toread, than grid 
" it. 55 
Anl. It is not neceſſary, I think, to com- 
mit to memory every word which cone would 
preach, but the general and particular heads, with 
the Scripture quotations that ſerve to prove them; 
a perſon who with that ſtore in memory, backed 
with meditation and prayer, cannot regularly, 3 ju- 
diciouſly, and piouſly, ſpeak for Half an hour, 
ought never, in my opinion, to preach: anda per- 
ſon whoſe memory is naturally not ftrong enough” 
to retain the heads of à ſhort diſcourſe, I am apt” 
to conelude, was not deſigned by nature or grace 
to be 4 miniſter.” True it is, that a formal har-- 
rangue, conſiſting of Senecal pithy moral ſenten⸗ 
tes, periodical flights, numerous ſmooth caden- 
ces, pointed phraſes, and picked words, calculated 
to pleaſe the ear and tickle the fancy, does no more 
command the memory, than it mends the heart; 
but if a perſon would renew tlie heart, and reform 
the life; he ſhould do well zo uſe, not what Sene- 
ca, Cicero, and Plato have ſpoke from earth, 
bur what the Son of God has ſpoken from heaven, 
As E Which 
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which beſides the advantage it. carries. to fouls, 
being fitted in the methods of grace for their uſe, 
will be of double advantage to the preacher, as it ; 
naturally calculated for his memory, and as the 
promiſe is paſt in fairhfulneſs, to bring to his rememy 
brance whatſoever neceflary;gruth. "8 hel Time 


ſelf hath ſpoken. 1 uu | 
OB]. 4. That the age is critical, 0 and witha 


ill-natured,. ready to, improve the leaſt lip in matter, 
Manner, or. expreſſion, 0 the 4 iſaduantage of a e 


charafter. 


Au. True enough; but it is nat therefore true, ; 
that a miniſter. -of. Chriſt ſhould on that account 


abandon the good. example of his maſter, to hu- 
mour his enemies; for if they are really friends, 


- they will not ſcruple to put up with the, Scripture 


- + 


manner of preaching: beſides, I cannot conceive, 
why a judicious, experienced, and otherwiſe elo- 
quent miniſter, ſhould have a diſtinct method, no- 


ble matter, polite manner, and proper expreſſion 


with notes, and be always capable to blunder with · 
out them. F arther I would beg leave to aſk, how 


£ preacher. gomes to know, that preaching without 


notes will ſubject him to blunders}: has he ever 
preached without them to know this by experi⸗ 


ence? No: Vea, where are they t thay do it, except», | 
ing a few preaching, mechanics, who,. 


#554 ;things, 
are apt to blunder whether they read or preacl 


and yet ſem to be better qualified by rough ſenſe, 
and plain grace, to edify ſouls, than many polite, 
readers. But let a miniſter lay aſide his notes and 
put his conjeure i in theory, to ttial in fact, 1 4 
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calaly judge; I would in ſuch a caſe promiſe, he 


will have as tolerable an opinion of himſelf, and ſo 


will che nge, as if he had read every word. I am 


ſure he cannot judge himſelf below a lawyer at the 
bar; who can ſpeak noble ſenſe in a Polite agreea- 
ble männer for à full hour, and not read à word; 


and 1 am equally perſuaded, that the judges on the 


bench, who may be ſuppoſed the ſtandards of the 


nation for taſte, do not ſhift their ears upon Lord's 

days as they do their ſhirts. It is to me very ſur- 
prifing, chat che critical vein of the nation ſhould 
com the clergy to their papers, and leave all other 
public ſpeakers at freedom. However, ſuppoſing 
tuo or three feminine fops, or maſculine coquets, 
ſhould make a man an offender for a word, is he to 


| croſs the good example of thouſands, and offend 


thouſands more; with a view to [os the little- 
fouled triflers . | 
OB. 5. That none but laymen ü without notes. | 
Au. T ſhould be heartily ſorry if, of all de- 
nominations of clergymen in England, lay preach- 
ers alone had Scripture, reaſon, antiquity, and 
the univerſal practice of all Chriſtian nations, 
on their ſide, in the particular of preaching. Bur 
ſuppoſing, not granting, that the caſe were ſo, 
will laymen's being void of the Scripture miffion, 
make their Scripture method of ' preaching un- 
ſcriptural? Or will thoſe who have the Scripture 
miſſion,” conceal the natural way of publiſhing 
the Goſpel, merely becaufe others happen to ſhow 
it? There was a certain lady who made a practice 
of veiling her face, leſt the chamber-maid fhauld 
Sa: be 
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be thought more beautiful than her miſtreſs; all 


perſons admired the maid's face, Which was al- 
ways viſible, and of her lady's face knew nothing 
but the unnatural covering: whereas, if her face 
had been expoſed, beſides her natural beauty, 
which equalled that of her maid, ſhe had many 
ſu perior qualifications to recommend her. I am 
really of opinion, that the exiſtence of lay- 


preachers, is greatly owing to the reading courſe 


of the regular clergy. What · can poor creatures 
do, when by ſome bleſt providence, they be- 
come poſſeſſed of a ſolicitous concern for their 
ſauls, and the awful intereſts of a future world; 
and ſee thoſe. -matters, which to. them are dear 
as life, figured out weekly before their eyes, and 
read in a viſibly unconcerned manner, as if there 


was nothing at all in preaching, but a weekly 


rational paper charm, to keep ſociety i in order. 21 
lay, what can they do, but look out for private 
Chriſtians, who they . think will ſpeak the reality 
of the things of God, with the due concern of 
ſoul, even though they ſhould happen, as, they 
frequently do, to pitch upon perſons of little know- 
ledge and leſs grace, at the expence of peace and 
order: craving ſtomachs muſt have food, though it 
ſhould happen to be ill-drefſed. 'But let the repu- 
ted ſound clergyman embrace the layman' s ſound 
manner, and then I dare ſay he ſhall have many who 
are now hearers of laymen, to be ſharers of his more 
ſound matter and manner; becauſe no longer can 


it be aid, that * * the N r in 
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On. 6. That reading baving received a ſanctiun 
from time and cuſtum, is now become as 5 well agreeable | 
to the people as to the clergy. e | 

Anſ. It is true, that time and nfl make the 
bulk of the nation ſit under it, without grumbling; 


and it is true alſo, that the ſame time and cuſtom, © 


with ſome other culpable circumſtances, make the 


one half of them fit at home on Lord's days, with- 
out preaching, praying, or reading, nor a thought 


about either: and it is likely to be true alſo, if God 
prevents not, that as much again of the ſame time 
and cuſtom, &c. will make the other half ſtay at 
home with their neighbours, and permit their mini- 

ſters toread to dead walls, as in a manner they deadly 
read to dead ſouls before; and yet it cannot be true, 
that reading is more agreeable to a thinking people 


than preaching, becauſe it is contrary to the nature * 


of things, to common ſenſe, and to the univerſal 
experience of mankind, that they can retain as 
much of the one as of the other, having not ſuch 
lively impreſſions of what is read, as of that which 
is ſpoke with the earneſtneſs of a man ſpeaking to 
his friend; and being poſſeſſed of ſouls naturally 
deſirous of knowledge, and whoſe knowledge is 
more or leſs, according as the images of things in 
their ſouls are. ſo, and the fruits of whoſe know- 
ledge, with reſpect to God, to themſelves, and to 
their fellow creatures, are lively or faint, in pro- 
portion as their knowledge (or notions of things) is 


fo. That reading is agreeable to the clergy, no 


body doubts; but not I ſuppoſe on account of any 
ſuperior. elner in it: however the queſtion is, 
whether 


— 
9 
— 


OY * „ » : 72 = * 7 * 
: = ES x 2 = : ES. 
-_ — rr . _ - 
7 - 2 = J — = EL 
PIT — = aha ag. a” ; 


- 4 hes « 
> noe" 3; 
— En - — 


— ee 


ä 


ä 
Ae End woo” _ 


r 


3 
ED 


— 
DEED 


” 
— co 


« ——— * Yy SE 
: . — — 
© — 


— = 
png - 


2 


G : Sor min # 
_— ES 
LES 


_ — 
— 
Cx"? . — * 
3 A A 
GE IEEE II BR 


= 7 
DE 


— 
——:.. A EST CE 5* 
IVEY 


F EEE 


6 ESE — 


Eo IL - 
_— >. vo 
FE 


* — ** 
2 " MF 
. LRD IL 


= 5 ho — are FS * 
31 


85 wr 


3s R RA DIN“ N 0 


whether on that ſame account it is pleaſing to their 
Lord and Maſter ꝰ If it is, why did not he him- 
ſelf, when a miniſter here on earth, or any of his 
immediate ſucceſſors, practiſe it? And Why does 


he not mow own and bleſs it? If it is not, its · being 


pleaſing to miniſters, is ſo far from being an argu- 
ment in favour of it, that it argues a difference in 
that particular between their Lord and them, which 
ſhould be an argument with them for laying it aſide. 
Tea, though it could be ſuppoſed a circum- 
ſtance that neither pleaſed oy diſpleaſed Him, which 


in my opinion is impoſſible, yet I would judge it a 
piece of rational conduct to drop it, at leaſt for 


ſome time, and try whether the plain Scripture way 


of it will be attended with more e for A tral 


can do no harm. 505 ' 


'On3.:7: That reading PIs ts e From fs 
inf What fear? Is it the fear of men? His 


God expreſsly forbids him not to be afraid of their 


faces, becauſe” the fear of man bringeth' a fuare. 
What is it in man that could make me fear him, 
while I ſtand in Chriſt's room, endeavouring in 
fincerity to think, to ſpeak, to act, as he did? It is 


not worth while for either the frowns or ſmiles of 


my fellow- creatures, to alter one circumſtance of 


my meſſage from God, or one ſtep of my journey 


to glory. God will reftrain the remainder of their 
eorath, and ſhortly bury them and their anger in the 
grave—their money, favours and tempting ſmiles 
ſhall periſh with them—He that feeds the ravens, 
will feed me with food convenient for me ſhall 
want no > Maney when I appear before the Lord 
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r RE 4 CHI NG, fe. 30 
Jeſus... But if it is: a fear of ſtumhlings it is cer 
tainly commendable, not only in the: pulpit, hat on 

occaſionan leſt by the, criminal eſcapes 
of preachers God 4 ould; be diſhonoured, his pen 
ple offended, iheig gm hands weakened, and aheif 


why ſuch. fear ſhould prevail with ou clergy i ld 
in a napkin the Seripture talent of preaching, while 
all other Proteſk; ant nations occupy it, with a depen- 
dence upon the promiſed direction info all truth till 


the Lord, cometh. 20 +: 7% 2 8 11 *. It 2 9 
03. 8. "That God will comvince, compert onl jor 
bis people, whether. by reating or preas binn. 


Auſ. It is true God will find out his Pine 
he kuoweth who,'are his; but this ſpeculative -truthe 
guglit not to . influence the conduct of miniſters 
or others, to a diminution from, an addition ta, or 
alteration of any circumſtance of revealed duty, 
becauſe God being unſearchable in bis judgments, and 
in bis ways. Paſt finding out; his knowledge is not 
the rule of our conduct, but the Hane we bave 
or ought to have vf him. n d 

Os3. 9. That there are enen, aud gi men, 
who love and uſe, the reading metbo0GGC. 

A. That, there are great and good men who! 
read, their ſermons, I acknowledge, and bleſs the 
Lord: that there are ſuch excellent; ones in the 
earth; but ſure I am, that the additional circum- 
ſtance. of : reading. their notes; gives no addi 
tional proſperity to ated SORE) bb, "_ _ "_ 
their hands. 

. 10. 't wil be faid that 75 net 4 0 "wy my 
labour, 
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labour, but 1 er to ; the Wowill of mary 55 | 
writing ohio thats.” * 


| hang de deten ebe it cannot be loſt, becauſe 


unfaithful, I value not: the many faithful, the 


rences will be accommodated without corruption 


I will %% them, ſay, and promiſe on my part, Lei 


not deſign it. If you think chat What I have Haid 


. g 


u. As Wem Wen aa . oui not M 


1 leave it with the Lord; let him accept or fefuſt 
it, I am fatisfied he will remember it. And as to 
expoſing myſelf to the diſlike of many, the mat 
fooliſh, the many graceleſs, the many proud and 


many gracious, will judge it my duty to be faithful, 
as they judge it to be their own; and though they 
ſhould love what 1 diſlike, they muſt not hate me 
therefore, becauſe they and I are to meet ſhortly 
beyond the ſtreams of Jordan, where all our diffe- 


and ſtrife, ſeeing more clearly under the beams of 
our Sun of Righteouſneſs in his own land. Andif 
they ſhould ſinite me while we are yet on our ws 


the righteous ſmite me, it Pall be a kindneſs, and let him 
reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent oil, which ſhall nut 
break my head: for yet my proyer al JOE 1 og 
calamities, Pſalm cxli. 5. 

P. S. Now Reverend 2 dear Sir, 1 have ae 
before you what occured to me, in relation to the 
practice of reading notes; if you apprehend I have 
faid any thing unbecoming the Spirit of Chrilt 
pray for me and pardon me, becauſe indeed 1 did 


does not conclude againſt reading, I beg you would 

Poe me what concludes for i it, and oblige R. D. S. 
ä 5 Nun &c. 
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